Vidar Water Proof Laminate Flooring

Installation Guideline

Both the installer and the end user/homeowner must read the following instructions.

Note: These instructions must be read and followed by both the installer and the end
user/homeowner.Installers are responsible for verifying all job site conditions prior to
installation. Any concerns must be reported to the retailer/dealer before installation.
Installing any plank constitutes acceptance of its appearance and quality; installed
defective planks will not be covered under warranty. Labor costs are not covered

under any circumstance.

1. Inspection Checklist

Before installation begins, verify the following:

* Quality — Inspect all materials for visible defects.

* Quantity — Confirm sufficient product and accessories are available.

* Color/ Finish — Confirm correct color, gloss, texture, and product line.

e Moisture — Ensure the RH difference between the subfloor and laminate does not

exceed 2.5%.

2. Required Supplies

* Hammer, saw, crowbar/pinch bar, 10 mm (3/8") spacers, tapping block
* NIOSH-approved dust mask and safety glasses

* Circular or miter saw with a finishing blade (fine-tooth blade required for

hand/jigsaws)



3. Prior to Installation

* A certified moisture barrier underlayment is required for all installations,
installed per manufacturer instructions.

* Install flooring parallel to the main natural light source.

* Maintain indoor temperature of 64—77°F (18-25°C) and RH 40-55%.

* Subfloor must be clean, smooth, level, and structurally sound; all irregularities
must be corrected.

* Acclimate unopened cartons flat in the installation room for 72 hours.

* Remove existing flooring with attached underlayment (including cushioned vinyl).
* Installing over ceramic tile is acceptable if the tile is sound and grout lines are
leveled.

* Do not install over carpet or residual adhesive.

* Ensure all doors can open and close after installation; trim thresholds or frames as

needed.

4. Moisture Requirements

* Do not install laminate in bathrooms, shower rooms, or high-humidity environments.
* RH difference between the subfloor and laminate must not exceed 2.5%.

* A 3 mm underlayment is required over all concrete subfloors; Vidar recommends
IXPE Green 3 mm underpad, installed with full subfloor coverage and all seams

properly sealed to ensure continuous moisture protection.

* Below-grade installations require an additional moisture barrier.

* Concrete moisture test is mandatory.

* Do not install if the concrete moisture content is 10% or higher.
* New concrete must cure for at least 90 days.

e If moisture is detected, the slab must be sealed before installation.

* Do not install under the kitchen cabinetry.



5. Radiant Heating Systems

Hydronic (Liquid) Heating

* System must operate at 68°F (20°C) for 1 week prior to installation.
* Flooring must acclimate 72 hours in unopened boxes.

* Floor surface temperature must not exceed 80°F (27°C) at any time.

» Temperature changes must be gradual (< 2°C per adjustment).

Electric Radiant Heating

* May be installed over embedded radiant systems with > 12 mm (1/2") material
above heating element.

* Non-embedded electric mats are not recommended.

6. Mouldings and Expansion Requirements

Use mouldings when flooring areas exceed:
* 25 ft (7.6 m) in width
* 32 ft (9.75 m) in length

Applications:
* Reducer — Transition to thinner floors
* Nosing — Stair edges

* T-Moulding — All doorways and transitions between equal-height floors

7. Subfloor Preparation

 All surfaces must be clean and level:
— <5 mm (3/16") over 3 m (10 ft)
—<3 mm (1/8") over 2 m (6 ft)

 Calculate total floor area and determine full-width rows.



* Any remaining narrow row (< 5 cm/ 2 in.) must be distributed evenly between first
and last rows.

» Maintain 10 mm (3/8'") expansion gap at all walls, pipes, thresholds, and fixed
objects.

» Use spacers during installation and remove after flooring is complete.

* Install T-Mouldings in all transitions, doorways, adjoining rooms, or any area
exceeding size limits.

* Do not fasten laminate to the subfloor.

8. Pipes and Fixed Obstacles

» Maintain standard expansion gaps around all pipes and obstacles.

» Where heat/condensation is present, allow additional clearance.
* Seal exposed edges using:
— 10 mm PE foam backer rod

—100% silicone-based flexible sealant

9. Installation Procedure

* Keep at least 3 extra boards for future reference or warranty claims.

* Never strike planks directly with tools.

Starting the Installation

1. Begin in a corner with the trimmed edge facing the wall; insert spacers for 10 mm

expansion.
2. Insert the end tongue of the next plank into the groove and lower into place.

3. Continue until the row is complete; measure and cut the final plank for a proper fit.

Cutting Guidelines
» Handsaw: decorative surface facing up

* Jigsaw / miter saw: decorative surface facing down



* Stagger end joints by > 20 c¢cm (8")

* Offcuts may be used to start subsequent rows if they meet minimum length

Installing Subsequent Rows

* Insert the side tongue into the groove at a 45° angle, then press forward and lower to

lock.

* For the final row, mark cuts using a scrap plank and account for expansion spacing.

Doorframes and Vents
* Maintain expansion space.

* Trim doorframes using a plank placed upside down as a height guide.
Finishing

* Remove all spacers.

* Install baseboards and mouldings without fastening through the flooring.

10. Caring for Your Floor

To preserve the floor’s appearance and performance:
* Use nylon furniture pads under all legs.

* Place mats at exterior entrances.

* Use soft roller wheels for chairs.

* Do not apply wax, varnish, or coatings.

Cleaning
Dry cleaning: dust mop or hard-surface vacuum

Damp cleaning: laminate floor cleaner (spray only)

Avoid:

» Water, steam, detergents, ammonia, vinegar



» Wet mopping or excessive liquid

* Abrasive cleaners or pads

Wipe spills immediately. For stubborn stains, use a small amount of acetone on a soft

cloth.

Maintain indoor RH between 40-55% using humidifiers or dehumidifiers as needed.
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